
Haly Abenragel, De iudiciis astrorum 
Notice by David Juste 
 
 
Author: Abū l-Hasan ‘Alī ibn Abī l-Rijāl (died after 1037, Kayrawan). 
Original title: Kitāb al-bāri‘ fī akhām an-nujūm. 
Translation: the Latin text was translated from the Old Castilian version made by 
Yehudā ben Moshe for Alfonso X in 1254.   
Significance: one of the most extensive astrological compilation of the Middle Ages. At 
least 25 extant manuscripts and 7 printed editions from 1485 to 1571.   
Contents: eight books, covering all branches of astrology: Books I-III (pp. 1-114) deal 
with interrogations; Books IV-VI (pp. 144-296) with nativities; Book VII (pp. 296-351) 
with elections; and Book VIII (pp. 352-410) with revolutions and general astrology. 
Book I opens with some general considerations on the zodiac signs, terms, decans, 
planets, etc. The work is preceded by a table of contents (sig. b2-b5).  
 
Reproduction: Basel, Henrichus Petrus, 1551 [Warburg FAH 890], 410 pp.  
Title: Albohazen Haly filii Abenragel libri de iudiciis astrorum. 
Inc.: ‘Prooemium interpretum. Hic est liber magnus et completus, quem Haly 
Abenragel filius, summus astrologus composuit de iudiciis astrorum… Prooemium 
autoris. Iste est liber, in quo multos sensus adiunxi de scientia stellarum… Albohazen 
Haly filii Abenragel libri de iudiciis astrorum prima pars, quae in sexaginta capita 
dividitur, quorum primum de signis agit, etc. Cap. I: de signis. Duodecim sunt signa in 
coelo similia membris corporis…’ 
Expl.: ‘… et quod futurum est, melius novit Deus. Finis.’  
 
Bibliography: V. Stegemann, Beiträge zur Geschichte der Astrologie. I. Der griechische Astrologe 
Dorotheos von Sidon und der arabische Astrologe Abu’L-Hasan Ali ibn abi’r-Rigal genannt Albohazen, 
Heidelberg, 1935; V. Stegemann, ‘Astrologische Zarathustra-Fragmente bei dem arabischen Astrologen 
Abû l-Hasan ‘Ali ibn abi r-Rigal (11. Jhdt.)’, in Orientalia, 6, 1937, pp. 317-336 F.J. Carmody, Arabic 
Astronomical and Astrological Sciences in Latin Translation. A Critical Bibliography, Berkeley-
Los Angeles, 1956, pp. 150-152 (nr. 1); F. Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums, VII, Leiden, 
1979, p. 187 (nr. 1); D. Pingree, ‘Ibn Abi ’l-Ridjāl’, in Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, III, Leiden-
London, 1971, p. 688.   
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